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Today’s Roadmap

• The story of WY 2018 from stats (drought, 
drought, hail, and drought)

• Spatial and seasonal trends

• Follow the water

• Reason to hope? How is WY 2019 shaping up?
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Part I: Statewide Statistics
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Water Year Colorado Average: 12.85” (5.25” below 20th

century average)
Second driest on record (1st was WY 2002) 7
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Water Year Colorado Average: 48.4 F (3.8 F above 20th

century average)
Tied for warmest ever (with WY 2000 and WY 1934)
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Part II: Around the Horn
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Part III: Follow the Water (or lack 
thereof)

29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39

Lowest Cumulative 
Flow on Record



40



41



42



43



44

Drought Over Colorado WY 2018… Yikes!



Part IV: A Look Forward
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• Whenever an El 
Niño develops, it 
brings us lots of 
questions about 
the winter. Should 
we be excited?
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Peak Snowpack (My Dart Board 
Prediction)
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Conclusions

• Water Year 2018 was one to remember, and not 
the kind you want. The warmest, and second 
driest on record thanks in large part to the area 
west of the divide. Thank goodness our reservoirs 
were full

• Snowpack should be significantly better than last 
year, but we should measure our expectations 
(think 20th – 60th percentile range)

• Holding onto El Niño into the spring and summer 
could help water supplies
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Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!
Russ Schumacher – Colorado State Climatologist – russ.schumacher@colostate.edu
Becky Bolinger – Colorado Assistant State Climatologist – becky.bolinger@colostate.edu
Peter Goble – Service Climatologist and Drought Specialist – peter.goble@colostate.edu
Zach Schwalbe – CoAgMET Manager – zach.schwalbe@colostate.edu
Nolan Doesken –State Climatologist Emeritus – nolan.doesken@colostate.edu
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