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Water Year 2005 temperature departures Water Year 2005 temperature departures 
from 1971from 1971--2000 average.2000 average.

In ReviewIn Review

►►Snow blitz across southern Rockies.Snow blitz across southern Rockies.
►►NearNear--average snowpack in the South Platte average snowpack in the South Platte 

basin.basin.
►►Mild winter (12th in a row).Mild winter (12th in a row).
►►Beneficial April and early June precipitation.Beneficial April and early June precipitation.
►►A hot and dry July.A hot and dry July.
►►Below average growing season precipitation.Below average growing season precipitation.
►►A saving DenverA saving Denver--metro rain August 3metro rain August 3--5th.5th.
►►Overall Overall –– Above average temperature, near to Above average temperature, near to 

slightly below average precipitation.slightly below average precipitation.
►►October 2005 October 2005 –– Great moisture on the Plains!Great moisture on the Plains!

ColoradoColorado’’s statewide reservoir storage graph. The s statewide reservoir storage graph. The 
2005 reservoir storage remained below average.2005 reservoir storage remained below average.

April 1 2005 Snowpack April 1 2005 Snowpack 
for Colorado for Colorado 

Water Year 2005 precipitation as a percent of Water Year 2005 precipitation as a percent of 
the 1971the 1971--2000 average.2000 average.

WY2005 daily hydrographs, provisional data WY2005 daily hydrographs, provisional data 
provided by the USGS. provided by the USGS. 

Summer 2005 (May Summer 2005 (May –– September) precipitation September) precipitation 
as a percent of the 1971as a percent of the 1971--2000 average.2000 average.

Water Year 2005
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Colorado Statewide Reservoir Levels on October 1st
for Years 1997- 2004 and Oct 1, 2005

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

Oct 
1. 

19
97

Oct 
1. 

19
98

Oct 
1. 

19
99

Oct 
1. 

20
00

Oct 
1. 

20
01

Oct 
1. 

20
02

Oct 
1. 

20
03

Oct 
1. 

20
04

Oct 
1. 

20
05

Pe
rc

en
t o

f A
ve

ra
ge

Fraction of Colorado in Drought 
Based on 48 month SPI

(1890 - September 2005)
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Colo Statewide Ave Summer (Jun-Aug) Temperature Time Series
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Colorado Statewide Average Winter (Dec-Feb) Temperature Time Series
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