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USDM Fact Sheet

q Started in 1999

q Weekly maps released 

every Thursday

q Based on conditions as of 

Tuesday morning

q 11 rotating authors

q “Convergence of Evidence” 

approach – objective blend 

with impacts

USDM process uses…

precipitation
evaporative demand

soil moisture

streamflows
snowpack

temperature

vegetation conditions
impacts



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

The U.S. Drought Monitor is used to 
activate state and local level drought 
reponse plans and in triggering federal
aid programs



Drought Early Warning
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Intermountain West DEWS



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



Increased regional monitoring 
has led to improvements in 
drought early warning…

now the prediction component 
of “early warning” needs to be 
addressed.



Seasonal Prediction
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Current Tools for 
Drought and Water 
Seasonal Prediction
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Current Tools for 
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Seasonal Prediction



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Creating a region specific seasonal climate forecast tool

July 2018 NMME Forecast for
Colorado Climate Division 2



Seasonal Information 
for Decision Makers
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Conversation with a rancher…

“This map shows me that the 
precipitation could be above average, but 
I DON’T KNOW WHAT AVERAGE IS!!”

How do we communicate climate 
outlooks in a way that is meaningful to 
the people who will use the information?
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We need products that…

üShow the probable range of outlooks
üCommunicate uncertainty
üGive historical context that people understand
üOrient people to identify what’s normal and what’s extreme
üProvide the information in a way that people can use it to 

better understand and/or make a decision
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What’s coming next?

adding probabilistic range of values

http://hydro.rap.ucar.edu/s2s/



Thank you

Becky.Bolinger@colostate.edu

http://climate.colostate.edu


