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current U.S. Drought Monitor depiction

Ø 102 consecutive weeks of a drought category in CO

Ø 50 consecutive weeks of D4 drought in CO

Ø 100% of the state in drought for 19 consecutive weeks 

from Oct 13, 2020 to Feb 16, 2021

Ø Maximum extent of most severe drought conditions in 

December 2020 and January 2021
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what’s contributing to Colorado drought?

maroon shows extreme dry soils

very high evaporative demand 
takes more moisture from the ground

low snowpack

low cumulative flows

Deficits in air, surface, and sub-surface waters have 
all contributed to Colorado drought in 2020 and 2021.
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droughts today and tomorrow

warmer temperatures are 
making droughts worse

IPCC reports...
ü a 1-in-10 year drought in the 20th century now

occurs once every 5 years
ü increases in wildfire activity will continue
ü anticipated decrease in monsoon activity
ü increase in recent drought activity likely due

to increases in temperature and evaporative
demand

q normal snowpack years can’t make up hydrologic 
deficits from drought years

q temperature is making our droughts more severe
q due to severity and frequency, recovery is more difficult
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complicated web of drought and climate
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resources
climate.colostate.edu
find normals, extremes, ENSO status, monthly 
climate summaries, data, maps, and the latest 
drought information

cocorahs.org/Maps/conditionmonitoring/
reports of current conditions from volunteers 
around the country

drought.gov
maps and resources to monitor drought at the
national and regional levels

www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag
NOAA Climate at a Glance – temperature and 
precipitation from 1895 to present down to the 
county level

Subscribe to receive
climate summaries and 

drought webinar info!


