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Where are we now?
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Current Snowpack

https://tinyurl.com/COsnowsurvey

https://tinyurl.com/COsnowsurvey
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Projecting from current snowpack

The Arkansas basin is leaning toward a lower than average snowpack season
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Projecting from current snowpack

The Colorado mainstem could possibly end season with above average snowpack
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Projecting from current snowpack

The San Juans could have below average for the rest of the season and still get a 
near average peak!
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Water supply forecasts

cbrfc.noaa.gov
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Antecedent soil 
moisture
cbrfc.noaa.gov

Near normal to slightly 
below normal soil moisture 
at the beginning of the cold 
season.

This is MUCH better 
looking than the last 4 
years!
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Say goodbye to La Niña

Neutral conditions will likely take over in the spring. El Niño make may an entrance?
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La Niña snow…

La Niña tends to 
enhance snowfall in the 
northwest and to the 
north. Less than average 
snowfall is more 
common for the plains 
and to the south.

An exiting La Niña will be better news for the southern mountains.



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Climate Prediction Center outlooks

cpc.ncep.noaa.gov



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Near-term Hazards

cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
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March Outlook

cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
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Spring Outlook

cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
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What might happen with drought…

Here’s where we are right now
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Drought-free conditions 
likely to continue

What might happen with drought…
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likely to continue

Drought severity will increase 
unless there is a strong 
showing of spring moisture

What might happen with drought…
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Drought-free conditions 
likely to continue

Drought severity will increase 
unless there is a strong 
showing of spring moisture

Drought can improve 
with more storm activity

What might happen with drought…
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Summary and resources

q Snowpack in very good condition

q Good chance for a normal peak date and normal melting

q It is very likely the Arkansas basin will be below normal

q Highest risk for continuing and worsening drought remains in the southeast

q As always, this is Colorado! Things can change quickly!

q CO Drought Monitoring:
q https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/

q CO Temperature and Precipitation Rank Maps:
q https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/rank_maps.html

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/
https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/rank_maps.html


Thank you
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