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Evolution of Drought

Winter 2017-2018:

A snow drought
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Could we salvage the season?
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Evolution of Drought

Spring 2018:

A hydrologic response
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March 2018 Water Supply Outlook
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Colorado’s largest reservoir

The Upper Basin states
“bank account”
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Exceptional Drought

Summer 2018:

The heat is on
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Evaporative 
Demand Drought 
Index 
(NOAA ESRL)
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coagmet.colostate.edu

Colorado Agricultural
Meteorological Network

CoAgMET
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Impacts & 
response

farming and ranching

forests and wildfire

recreation and economy

water supply
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“Drought Early Warning” starts with constant monitoring…

http://climate.colostate.edu/~drought
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Data sources
• WestWide Drought Tracker: https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/

• U.S. Drought Monitor: https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu

• NRCS SNOTEL Western Mapping: https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/webmap/

• NRCS Colorado Snow Survey: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/co/snow/

• Colorado Basin River Forecast Center: https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov

• USGS Streamflow: https://waterwatch.usgs.gov

• Evaporative Demand Drought Index (EDDI): https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/eddi/realtime_maps/

• National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS): https://drought.gov

• Join our next Intermountain West Drought Webinar!
– http://climate.colostate.edu/webinar_registration.html

https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/webmap/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/co/snow/
https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/
https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/eddi/realtime_maps/
https://drought.gov/


Thank you

Becky.Bolinger@colostate.edu

climate.colostate.edu

@ClimateBecky

facebook.com/ColoradoClimateCenter


