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temperature

precipitation

November 2024 broke the 
recent streak of warmer-than-
average months across 
Colorado. The mountain areas 
were generally cooler than 
average in November, while 
northeastern Colorado was 
slightly warmer than average. 
The rest of the state was 
closer to the historical average 
for the month.

November was very wet 
across the central mountains 
and the eastern Plains. It was 
a top-10 wet November 
across nearly all of eastern 
Colorado, and some locations 
had their wettest November 
on record. Much of that 
precipitation came from a 
major storm early in the 
month (see more below!)

Precipitation
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temperature

precipitation

Although November was 
relatively cool, September and 
October were very warm, such 
that climatological autumn as a 
whole (September, October, 
November) was much warmer 
than average. Parts of far 
western and eastern Colorado 
experienced their warmest fall 
on record, while temperatures in 
the southern mountains were 
closer to average. 

Southern Colorado saw a 
series of storms through the 
fall, most notably the major 
November storm that put the 
area well above average for 
precipitation. Far northern 
Colorado missed out on these 
storms and had a drier-than-
average climatological fall 
season.

: autumn

: autumn
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quadrant charts
Each dot plots the precipitation on the x-axis and the temperature on the y-axis. Dots 
are colored based on temperature and size is based on precipitation. The current 
year is denoted with a star. Long-term averages are denoted by the dashed lines.

view all quadrant charts

Averaged across Colorado, 
November 2024 was in the 
cool and wet quadrant. 
Statewide it was tied for the 
47th coolest/84th warmest 
November in the 130-year 
record, 2.2°F cooler than the 
1991-2020 average and 
0.5°F cooler than the 20th-
century average. It was the 
6th wettest November 
statewide, at 1.07” above 
average. 

Climatological autumn fell in 
the somewhat unusual warm 
and wet quadrant. It was tied 
for the 5th warmest fall 
statewide, 2.1°F warmer 
than the 1991-2020 average 
and 3.3°F warmer than the 
20th-century average. It was 
the 36th wettest fall on 
record, 0.81” above average.

Quadrant Charts

https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html
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records tied and broken

state extremes

High 
Max

Low
Max

High
Min

Low
Min Precip Snow

Daily 13/24 24/219 8/39 7/37 27/202 4/114

Monthly 0/0 0/2 0/0 0/0 4/30 1/7

All-time 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/1 1/1

Tied/Broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

2.9”
Schofield Pass
November 26

*73°F
Kim 10SSE
November 24

state

-32°F 
Gunnison
November 30

26”
Crested Butte
November 27 *4 additional stations 

shared the maximum 
extreme of 73°F : 
- Lamar Municipal AP and 

Campo 7 S (November 2)
- Walsh (November 15)
- Penrose (November 23) 
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drought & snowpack

Colorado Drought Update Page

Drought
The major storm 
across southern 
Colorado brought 
substantial drought 
relief in November. 
Parts of southeastern 
Colorado saw multi-
category 
improvements, and 
the coverage of 
drought shrunk from 
nearly 35% in late 
October to just over 
10% in late November. 
Still, northern 
Colorado remained 
entrenched in drought.

Mountain snowpack 
finished November 
above average in nearly 
all basins after 
significant storms both 
early and late in the 
month. The big winner 
was the Arkansas 
basin. In contrast, the 
Yampa-White and North 
Platte basins were 
slightly below average at 
the end of November.

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought
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significant events
The most significant weather event in November by far was the 
major snowstorm in eastern Colorado from around the 4th 
through the 10th. This storm brought up to 5 feet of snow to the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains, and reports of over 40 inches on 
the eastern Plains

Graphic from 
NOAA’s Weather 
Prediction Center 
showing snow totals 
across Colorado and 
neighboring states

For much of southeastern 
Colorado, this storm was 
surpassed only by the 
historic November 1946 
storm in terms of snowfall 
totals. And it was wet snow: 
in this one storm, many 
areas got more than twice 
their average precipitation 
for the entire November 
through February period! Percent of the average November through 

February precipitation that fell during the week 
from November 5-11, 2024. Data source: PRISM.
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CCC in the news
q November 8, 2024: The first winter storm of the 

season brings drought relief to southeast Colorado
Featuring Russ Schumacher in The Colorado Sun.

q November 29, 2024: Record-setting November 
snowstorm brings some drought relief to Colorado
Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Denver Gazette.

Read more about the historic November 
snowstorm in our blog (and subscribe to 
get new blog posts in your inbox if you’re 
interested!)

https://coloradosun.com/2024/11/08/first-winter-storm-drought-relief-southeast-colorado/
https://coloradosun.com/2024/11/08/first-winter-storm-drought-relief-southeast-colorado/
https://gazette.com/news/colorado-drought-relief-snow/article_3ed3ebb2-ad01-11ef-b133-179557922911.html
https://gazette.com/news/colorado-drought-relief-snow/article_3ed3ebb2-ad01-11ef-b133-179557922911.html
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2024/11/18/a-whopper-of-a-snowstorm/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2024/11/18/a-whopper-of-a-snowstorm/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2024/11/18/a-whopper-of-a-snowstorm/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2024/11/18/a-whopper-of-a-snowstorm/

