December 2025

Colorado Monthly Climate Summary

Maximum daily statewide departure from 1901-2000 avg: +10.1°F .
P . statewide departure from 1991-2020 avg: +8.9°F . o
preC|pltat|°n statewide rank: 1st warmest/131st coldest Numerous wildfires

(2.2" in Zirkel) burned across Yuma
County (Dec. 17)

Minimum daily
temperature

(-23°F in Hebron)
Several Front Range

windstorms featured

100+ mph wind gusts
Exceptional drought .
returns to Colorado Record low Over 1000 daily max
snowpack in parts temperature records set
of the mountains statewide
Maximum daily :
snhowfall (13.5" in
Ouray) Maximum daily
temperature
A e — (84°F in La Junta)
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temperature

average temperature rank
December 2025

I —
statewide departure from 1901-2000 avg: +10.1°F
statewide departure from 1991-2020 avg: +8.9°F
statewide rank: 1st warmest/131st coldest

I
ssssss : NOAA/NCEI nclimgrid
map: Colorado Climate Center/Colorado State University
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precipitation

December was exceptionally

| warm in Colorado: averaged

across the state, it was the
warmest December on record.
The previous record for warmest

December was in 1980. All parts of
|| the state were much warmer than
average, with many locations
breaking numerous daily record
high temperatures during the
month.

precipitation rank
December 2025

I T
statewide departure from 1901-2000 avg: -0.3 inches
statewide departure from 1991-2020 avg: -0.3 inches
statewide rank: 34th driest/98th wettest

source: NOAA/NCEI nclimgrid
map: Colorado Climate Center/Colorado State University
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precipitation rank out of 131 years (1895-2025)

December was much drier than
average in the northeastern and
northwestern parts of the state.
Portions of the northeastern
plains had a top-10 dry
December. Most of the rest of the
state was closer to average, with
a substantial snowstorm early in
December but relatively little
precipitation the rest of the
month.
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temperature: calendar year 2025

average temperature rank
12 months ending December 2025 (Jan-Dec)

Calendar year 2025 was
another very warm one across
Colorado, ranking as the 4t-
warmest on record statewide.
Parts of the western slope, and

I I
statewide departure from 1901-2000 avg: +3.2°F
statewide departure from 1991-2020 avg: +1.6°F
statewide rank: 4th warmest/128th coldest

a few other pockets throughout

the state, experienced their
warmest year on record. Only a
small area in southeastern
L Colorado had temperatures

record 10th 20th 35th 35th 20th 10th record

coldest  coldest  coldest  coldest warmest warmest warmest warmest Close to the historical average_

temperature rank out of 131 years (1895-2025)
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map: Colorado Clim:
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precipitation: calendar year 2025

precipitation rank

12 months ending December 2025 an-Dec) Western Colorado was dry in
EESTEEmR ) calendar year 2025: among the
top 10 driest years on record in
many locations. In contrast, the
northeastern Plains were a bit
wetter than average in 2025.

| |

Other areas, such as the Front
Range and San Luis Valley,
were near the middle of the

map: Ci TOASVNccrEI ntc"rggritd /Colorado State Universit \ H H

e - historical pack for annual
record 10th 20th 35|th 35Ith 20th 10th record i .t i
driest driest driest driest wettest ~ wettest  wettest  wettest p reCI pl atlo n -

precipitation rank out of 131 years (1895-2025)
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quadrant charts

Each dot plots the precipitation on the horizontal axis and the temperature on the
vertical axis. Dots are colored based on temperature and size is based on
precipitation. The current year is denoted with a star. The 1991-2020 averages are
denoted by the dashed lines.

AS nOted abovea it Was the Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, December
warmest December on record s R o tsein
for Colorado. The statewide ’

average temperature was an - 23,0 2
astounding 10.1°F warmer L L

than the 20th-century 12’;;634 L *
average, and 8.9°F warmer i AR Lo T

than the 1991-2020 average. It ol 69 ©

beat out December 1980--- w o8 € . O :
already an impressive outlier--- 2 L
by 0.5°F. Statewide )

avg temp (F)

20

precipitation was 0.30” below I y
the 30-year mean of 1.06” and wosay R —— nsue
was tied for the 33rd-driest O s pectaton () ey
December in 131 years of

records. Colorado statewide average temperature and preciptaton, October - December
The warmth over October- i o i
December was even more . o

unusual. It was 5.7 °F warmer 506 o G . @ s
than the 1991-2020 average O e ® ' el

for these three months, and g wm $T.0 @ 5{? - "
1.6°F warmer than any other ~ : > 0% &=% ;? ‘z)u’ -

October through December o ¢ CEe :’%ﬁgg‘gﬁz ® . :
period on record. Statewide =~ = = = - P e ¢
precipitation over these three i s e 5O = i

months was less anomalous,
at 0.5” below average. B

1898

cool & dry | normal precip: 3.56" cool & wet
1 2 3 4 5 6
size of points proportional to precip,
color shows temp

I accumulated precipitation (inches) Colorado Climate Center/CSU
VI eW a q u a ra n C a r S normals are 1991-2020 Data source: NOAA/NCEI Climate at a Glance
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html

Calendar Year 2025 temperature and
precipitation

Colorado 2025 temperatures (°F) compared to 1991-2020 average

-2.5 .
temperature anomaly (° F) from 1991-2020 average

Colorado 2025 accumulated precipitation (inches) compared to 1991-2020 average; daily precipitation (black bars, right axis)
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Calendar year 2025 Was the Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, January - December

4th-warmest in 131 years of e AT SWEL g e (1)

records for Colorado, behind s @ s &

2021
1954

only 2012, 1934, and 2017. The e o3 qg A ®
incredibly warm December e -

1063 &
1921

normabFAVG: 46.2F mo

moved 2025 up in the rankings,  « © .i: B LI .
. 1989 mﬁ

and January was the only 3 oy
H 5 45 l976 ‘ Q e * . 1088 —
colder-than-average month in t -3 gz ¢ s
" © 1955 lgmnwn 519491952 q 1965 19
2025. Nine of the eleven . ® o f b '®...
. T g 1675 oy T6L ) @ 0s 44
warmest years in Colorado & % "B .-
records have occurred since “ .
2012. . .

Statewide precipitation was WIS e T, e

size of points proportional to precip, o
color shows temp accumulated precipitation (inches) Colorado Climate Center/CSU

1.94” belOW average in 2025, normal;arelQQLZOZD Data source: NOAA/NCEI Climate at a Glance
ranking as the 31st driest year.
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Snow Water Equivalent Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median December 31, 2025, end of day

drought & snowpack

December continued to be a poor month for e
snowpack, with snow water equivalent across :
all basins continuing to be well below normal.
A solid snowstorm at the beginning of the
month delivered a much-needed boost, but
the remainder of the month was relatively dry,
solidifying statewide deficits that have been in
place nearly all winter. By the end of
December, the Arkansas and San Juan basins
had just 47% and 49% (respectively) of their
normal snowpack. Statewide snowpack was
57% of normal (1991-2020) at the end of the
month. The last time that end-of-December
snowpack was this poor was water year 2000
(the record low for that time of year).

Percent NRCS
1991-2020 Median
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Colorado Drought Update Page [sE==... i e
U.S. Drought Monitor December 30, 2025
co I ora d o (Released c::‘n;s.d:‘y El;:. 31,2025)

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

e oo December primarily featured worsening
drought conditions. Exceptional drought
conditions (D4) were reintroduced after
being eradicated in early September.
Drought conditions expanded throughout the
mountains and onto the adjacent Plains,
including the Front Range Urban Corridor. In
southwest Colorado, abnormally dry (DO)
: conditions returned after record-setting
troughmonitoran e precipitation and flooding affected the area
Us. Drought Monitor Class Change - Colorado during the fall. By the end of December,
~38% of the state was experiencing some
amount of drought (up from ~30% at the end
of November), and ~71% of the state is at
least classified as abnormally dry (up from
15% at the end of last month). Only a few
localized areas, such as Pueblo County and
parts of the West Slope, saw net drought
improvements during December.
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought
https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/

significant events

Previous
Earlier pages of this summary show that record (year)
the December 2025 warmth was extremely
unusual across all of Colorado. One way to pp— 1 12 (1980, 1939)
examine this extraordinary warmth further :
is to compare the number of days that Alamosa 3 2 (2021)
exceeded 60°F to previous Decembers at Boulder 18 17 (1980)
stations with lengthy period-of-records.
While it is not unusual to see a December Colorado Springs 15 13 (1939)
day in the 60s across Colorado’s lower Cortez 11 8 (1939)
elevations, the number of days with —— 18 15 (1980)
temperatures that were that warm was far
from normal. For some places, including Fort Collins 17 13 (1980)
Denver and Fort Collins, more than half of Grand Junction 3 2 (several)
the Qays in December 2025 featured. Greeley 18 17 (1980)
maximum temperatures of 60°F or higher.
Locations that rarely see 60°F December Trinidad 19 18 (1980)
days (such as Grand Junction and Cities that saw their greatest number of 60°F
Alamosa) reached those temperatures December days in 2025 compared to previous
several times as well. records.

Colorado local storm reports for wind gusts (mph): 17-18 December 2025 December featured several

notable downslope windstorms
that brought gusts in excess of

201 100 mph to parts of the Front
Range and adjacent Plains. The
uo | high winds coupled with very dry
conditions led to wildfire concerns,
wo | prompting two Public Safety
Power Shutoffs as a preventative
measure. While fires were largely
avoided along the Front Range,
strong winds flamed fires further
east as a strong font passed
through on one of the same
downslope windstorm days (Dec.
17). In Yuma County, at least 9
L wildfires broke out (presumably

due to downed powerlines),
Local storm reports showing reported wind gusts in burning several thousand acres.

excess of 58 mph on Dec. 17-18.

90

gust (mph)

- 80

- 70
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https://co.my.xcelenergy.com/s/outage-safety/wildfires/power-shutoffs
https://co.my.xcelenergy.com/s/outage-safety/wildfires/power-shutoffs
https://coloradosun.com/2025/12/17/yuma-county-fires-wind/
https://coloradosun.com/2025/12/17/yuma-county-fires-wind/

CCC in the news

L December 1, 2025: Colorado’s 2025 ‘Water Year’ was
abnormally hot and dry

. Featuring Allie Mazurek in CPR News

L December 12, 2025: Colorado Crossroads: Building Resilience
from the Ground Up

. Featuring Russ Schumacher, Peter Goble and Allie Mazurek in the
National Academies — Science, Engineering, Math

d December 17, 2025: When will Xcel power come back? It
could be days for some

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Coloradoan

d December 21, 2025: 2025 was one of the warmest
years on record for Colorado

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in CPR News

d December 22, 2025: Fort Collins to flirt with record-high
temperature on Christmas Day

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Coloradoan

L December 26, 2025: A not-so-white Christmas: Colorado
mountain towns saw rain, record-high temperatures and

record-low snowpack

. Featuring Russ Schumacher the Aspen Times
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https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/colorado-crossroads-building-resilience-from-the-ground-up
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/colorado-crossroads-building-resilience-from-the-ground-up
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/colorado-crossroads-building-resilience-from-the-ground-up
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/colorado-crossroads-building-resilience-from-the-ground-up
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2025/12/17/colorado-wind-live-blog-xcel-to-shut-off-electricity-at-10-a-m/87810416007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2025/12/17/colorado-wind-live-blog-xcel-to-shut-off-electricity-at-10-a-m/87810416007/
https://www.cpr.org/2025/12/21/2025-weather-one-of-colorados-warmest-years/
https://www.cpr.org/2025/12/21/2025-weather-one-of-colorados-warmest-years/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2025/12/22/christmas-day-forecast-downright-balmy-for-colorado-cities/87878456007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2025/12/22/christmas-day-forecast-downright-balmy-for-colorado-cities/87878456007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2025/12/22/christmas-day-forecast-downright-balmy-for-colorado-cities/87878456007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2025/12/22/christmas-day-forecast-downright-balmy-for-colorado-cities/87878456007/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-christmas-mountain-towns-rain-record-low-snowpack/

d December 26, 2025: Colorado cities set Christmas Day
records, but snow is coming

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Coloradoan

d December 29, 2025: Colorado’s snowpack remains well

below normal, is climate change behind it?

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in CPR News

Our December blog posts:

0 Where is the snow? - summarizing the poor state of the
snowpack as of mid-December, which has not improved.

0 A look back at the “big chill” — if you want to revisit the
record-breaking cold snap from December of 2022
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https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2025/12/26/baby-its-hot-outside-colorado-cities-set-christmas-day-heat-records/87918232007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2025/12/26/baby-its-hot-outside-colorado-cities-set-christmas-day-heat-records/87918232007/
https://www.cpr.org/2025/12/29/colorado-below-normal-snowpack-explained/
https://www.cpr.org/2025/12/29/colorado-below-normal-snowpack-explained/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/12/20/where-is-the-snow-a-look-at-the-warm-dry-weather-and-what-to-expect-for-the-start-of-2026/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/12/20/where-is-the-snow-a-look-at-the-warm-dry-weather-and-what-to-expect-for-the-start-of-2026/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/12/22/a-look-back-at-the-big-chill-from-three-years-ago/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/12/22/a-look-back-at-the-big-chill-from-three-years-ago/

