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Colorado Monthly Climate Summary
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Although the warmth wasn’t as
extreme as in December, January
was another warm month across the
state. The Arctic blast from the 23rd-
26! kept the average January
temperatures from being even higher.

statewide departure from 1901 2000 avg: +5 1°F
statewide departure from 1991-2020 avg: +2.5°F
statewide rank: 17th warmest/116th coldest

Several pockets of the state including
the northwest, southwest, Front

Range, and northeast had top-20
e NGRANCE el warm Januarys, while parts of the
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precipitation rank (preliminary PRISM data)
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quadrant charts

Each dot plots the precipitation on the horizontal axis and the temperature on the
vertical axis. Dots are colored based on temperature and size is based on
precipitation. The current year is denoted with a star. The 1991-2020 averages are
denoted by the dashed lines.

Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, January
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html

Low
Max
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Monthly 0/0 0/1 5/2 0/0 0/1 0/1

All-time 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0
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drought & snowpack

Statewide snowpack is at its lowest in over 40
years. January brought little moisture to the
mountains, and every basin in Colorado was
well-below average throughout the month.
According to data from the SNOTEL network
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Watershed Boundaries
State Watersheds

(which includes snowpack records back to the
mid-1980s), both the Yampa-White-Little
Snake and Colorado Headwaters basins
reported record-low snowpack at the end of
January. And snow water equivalent in the
Arkansas and San Miguel-Dolores-Animas-
San Juan basins fell to less than 50% of ;
average. Check out our most recent blog post
for a detailed synopsis of the current 4
snowpack situation. x|

Colorado Drought Update Page

U.S. Drought Monitor
Colorado

Miles
80 100

N e ———
A 0 10 20 40 60
Created 2-09-2026

January 27, 2026
(Released Thursday, Jan. 29, 2026)
Valid 7 a.m. EST

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

Drought worsened in several areas of
Colorado in January. Most of Northeast and
Southeast Colorado were drought-free at the
end of 2025, but persistent below-normal
precipitation in January allowed for moderate
to severe drought conditions to creep into
those areas. In the higher elevations, the
extreme to exceptional drought areas also
expanded, and severe drought filled in
across the northwestern portions of the
state. Southeast Colorado was one area that
managed to see drought improvements,
thanks to snowfall from a winter storm near
the beginning of the month. At the end of
January, ~52% of the state was experiencing
some level of drought (up from ~38% at the
end of December). ~23% of Colorado is
currently seeing severe drought or worse.

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Colorado
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought
http://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2026/02/09/how-does-this-year-compare-to-the-snow-droughts-of-the-past/
https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/

significant events

1901-2000 Rank
Value Anomaly (1895-2026)
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https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/statewide/rankings/5/tavg/202601
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/statewide/rankings/5/tavg/202601

CCC in the news

O January 3, 2026: Colorado ends 2025 with extremely low snowpack

" Featuring Russ Schumacher on KUNC

O January 7, 2026: An ice park without ice: How is the outdoor

recreation industry grappling with an unseasonably warm winter?

" Featuring Allie Mazurek on Colorado Public Radio

O  January 9, 2026: The western US is in a snow drought, raising fears
for summer water supplies

" Featuring Russ Schumacher in CNN News

O  January 13, 2026: Is it time to panic about Colorado's low snowpack?
We asked experts

" Featuring Peter Goble in the Coloradoan

O  January 14, 2026: Season’s snowpack remains meager with little
moisture in sight

" Featuring Allie Mazurek in the Grand Junction Sentinel

O  January 15, 2026: Colorado snowpack hits record lows, raising
summer water concerns

" Featuring Russ Schumacher in Western Slope Now

O  January 16, 2026: Colorado’s snowpack hits record-lows for 3 days

straight as ‘bummer’ winter conditions continue

- Featuring Peter Goble in the Summit Daily

O January 20, 2026: Winter Drought continues to deepen across
Colorado, threatening spring water supply

- Featuring Peter Goble in Colorado Public Radio
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https://www.kunc.org/news/2026-01-03/colorado-ends-2025-with-extremely-low-snowpack?_amp=true
https://www.cpr.org/2026/01/07/ouray-ice-park-ski-no-snow-warm-winter-climate-change-colorado/
https://www.cpr.org/2026/01/07/ouray-ice-park-ski-no-snow-warm-winter-climate-change-colorado/
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/09/climate/snow-drought-west-water-colorado-river
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/09/climate/snow-drought-west-water-colorado-river
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2026/01/13/when-should-we-panic-over-colorados-snowpack-about-now-experts-say/88146564007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2026/01/13/when-should-we-panic-over-colorados-snowpack-about-now-experts-say/88146564007/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/season-s-snowpack-remains-meager-with-little-moisture-in-sight/article_4139b195-3239-4fb1-8fe8-275580a93cf0.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/season-s-snowpack-remains-meager-with-little-moisture-in-sight/article_4139b195-3239-4fb1-8fe8-275580a93cf0.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/colorado-snowpack-hits-record-lows-raising-summer-water-concerns/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/colorado-snowpack-hits-record-lows-raising-summer-water-concerns/
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/colorado-snowpack-hits-record-lows/
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/colorado-snowpack-hits-record-lows/
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/colorado-snowpack-hits-record-lows/
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/colorado-snowpack-hits-record-lows/
https://www.cpr.org/2026/01/20/winter-drought-threatens-spring-water-supply/
https://www.cpr.org/2026/01/20/winter-drought-threatens-spring-water-supply/

CCC in the news - continued

January 21, 2026: Experts issue worrying statement about major US
region's winter: 'It's pretty ugly'

" Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Cool Down - referenced in the San
Francisco Chronicle

. January 21 2026: Big storms needed to make up huge water supply
gap —experts say

. Featuring Peter Goble in The Colorado Sun

. January 24, 2026: Colorado snowpack falls to record low with slim

chance of recovery

" Featuring Peter Goble in the Colorado Springs Gazette

. January 25, 2026: Can Colorado get back to normal snowpack
conditions this winter?

. Featuring Allie Mazurek in Sky-Hi News

. January 28, 2026: Western states face 'snow drought' as snowpack
hits record lows

. Featuring Peter Goble in NBC Universal

. January 29 2026: Spring preview in Western Colorado

. Featuring Peter Goble in KCJT

. January 30, 2026: Why Colorado's snowpack is so low — and if winter
can still deliver

. Featuring Peter Goble in CBS News

Subscribe to our blog here

https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/
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https://www.thecooldown.com/outdoors/snow-drought-western-us-snowpack-water-shortage/
https://www.thecooldown.com/outdoors/snow-drought-western-us-snowpack-water-shortage/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/01/21/big-storms-needed-huge-snow-supply-gap-colorado-water-experts/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/01/21/big-storms-needed-huge-snow-supply-gap-colorado-water-experts/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/01/21/big-storms-needed-huge-snow-supply-gap-colorado-water-experts/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/01/21/big-storms-needed-huge-snow-supply-gap-colorado-water-experts/
https://gazette.com/2026/01/24/colorado-snowpack-falls-to-record-low-with-slim-chance-of-recovery/
https://gazette.com/2026/01/24/colorado-snowpack-falls-to-record-low-with-slim-chance-of-recovery/
https://www.skyhinews.com/news/colorado-snowpack-record-low-return-to-normal/
https://www.skyhinews.com/news/colorado-snowpack-record-low-return-to-normal/
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/snowpack-record-lows-western-us-rcna256029
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/snowpack-record-lows-western-us-rcna256029
https://www.kjct8.com/2026/01/30/spring-preview-western-colorado/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorados-snowpack-low-winter-drought/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorados-snowpack-low-winter-drought/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorados-snowpack-low-winter-drought/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorados-snowpack-low-winter-drought/
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/

