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temperature

average temperature rank
May 2026

a1 After a string of extremely warm
| months, temperatures in May 2026
were much closer to the long-term
average. Parts of southwestern
Colorado were much warmer than
average, and some pockets of the
eastern Plains were warm for May
, as well. But statewide, it was the
— .\ . | ‘ —] most “normal” month for

’S\ temperature since last September.

statewide departure from 1991-2020 avg: +0.5°F
statewide rank: 36th warmest/97th coldest |

map: Colorado Climate Center/Colorado State University
map generated 08 June 2026
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temperature rank out of 132 years (1895-2026)

precipitation

precipitation rank
May 2026

I i*'* | May 2026 was slightly below
average for precipitation
statewide. The Four Corners
region was much drier than
average for May, while parts of
northern Colorado were much
wetter than average. Most of the
\ state, however, was near the
'WJ | | ~ | middle of the historical distribution
» for May precipitation.

record 10th 20th 35th 35th 20th 10th record
driest driest driest driest wettest  wettest  wettest  wettest

precipitation rank out of 132 years (1895-2026)
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temperature: spring 2026

average temperature rank
3 months ending May 2026 (Mar-May)
je—] [—

\

T
l‘ statewide departure from 1901-2000 avg: +6.1°F
statewide departure from 1991-2020 avg: +4.3°F

statewide rank: 1st warmest/132nd coldest

|
|
|
? - v - ]
source: NOAA/NCEI nclimgrid ( (
map: Colorado Climate Center/Colorado State University 51~‘ |
map generated 08 June 2026
T T
record 10th 20th 35th 35th 20th 10th record
coldest coldest coldest coldest warmest warmest warmest warmest

temperature rank out of 132 years (1895-2026)

Even with a near-average May,
spring 2026 still ended up as
the warmest climatological
spring on record for
Colorado, after the record-
smashing March and warmer-
than-average April. The last two
climatological seasons (winter
and spring) have both been the
warmest on record for the state.

precipitation: spring 2026

precipitation rank
3 months ending May 2026 (Mar-May)
statewide departure from 1901-2000 avg: -2 i;ches

i
statewide departure from 1991-2020 avg: -1.8 inches ==
statewide rank: 13th driest/120th wettest |

source: NOAA/NCEI nclimgrid (
map: Colorado Climate Center/Colorado State University ~
map generated 08 June 2026 $

record 10th 20th 35th 35th 20th 10th
driest driest driest driest wettest  wettest  wettest

precipitation rank out of 132 years (1895-2026)

record
wettest

The near-average precipitation in
May prevented spring precipitation
deficits from getting worse across
Colorado, but much of the state
still ended the spring much drier
than average. There were areas in
southern Colorado, the central
mountains, and the northeastern
Plains that all had a top-10 dry
spring. Northwestern Colorado and
some Plains areas had closer to
normal spring precipitation.
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guadrant charts

Each dot plots the precipitation on the horizontal axis and the temperature on the
vertical axis. Dots are colored based on temperature and size is based on
precipitation. The current year is denoted with a star. The 1991-2020 averages are
denoted by the dashed lines.

AS noted above, May 20 26 Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, May
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html

Daily 60/183 16/98 50/168 13/45 9/56 3/28

Monthly 0/0 1/0 1/0 0/0 0/1 1/0

All-time 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0

Tied/Broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information
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2= Tei Sl s

’ . Long Draw Resv (Snotel) | & = *© i o i

-__.‘,,): ¥ F st Grassland Swing  Hemn A

) May 1 |
23.1" 2.577 e

Kirk (COAgMET) = “ w

May 21 | =

ranada ol

COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



d roug ht Colorado Drought Update Page

U.S. Drought Monitor May 26, 2026

(Released Thursday, May. 28, 2026)

Colorado \alid8 am. EDT
Drought Conditions (Percent Area) D ro u g ht CO n d i tio n S p e rS iSte d

Mone | DO-D4 |D1-D4 [ D2-D4 ez s Aniy

Ccurment 000 [100.00| 9358 | 7767 | 4024 | 951 throughout mOSt Of Colorado
tasteek [ oo |10000 9823 [ 7231 | 4291 | ast In May_ At the end Of the
NS A9 | 2466 | 7534 (5602 | 3297 | 020 | 0.3 month, ~78% Of the State

Start of
Calendar Year | 25.96  74.04 | 46.22 | 15.77 | 435 | 0.67
01-06-2026

\n::ea?‘(ue'ar 4582 | 54.18 [ 4519 | 35.88 | 14.34 | 0.00 remained under D2 (Severe
ovevernen | 005 [rs [ [ = o | o | | FOUQHt) Or WOrse conditions.
lenst. 2o Exceptional drought also

et ERo e | CONtiNUed over portions of the
north-central and Sangre de

i Cristo mountains
HoEcEpcee (representing ~10% of the
%@ % state).
droughtmonitor.unl.edu
For portions of northern Colorado
and the Eastern Plains, May
finally brought some much-
needed precipitation after a T
severely dry April. Several storm ,_ i
systems led to drought to be A ki Q
improved by as many as three o
classes, including over some of iz
the most drought-stricken areas .
of the state. The extreme to

=
L_J%I

3o

droughtmonitor.unl.edu | Ml s ciass mprovement

exceptional drought area (D3-D4)
was reduced from ~59% at the
end of April to ~40% at the end of
May. Meanwhile, precipitation
deficits led to deteriorating

drought conditions in the San e
Luis Valley area and parts of
southeastern Colorado. In
western Colorado and most of the
mountains, drought conditions
were mostly unchanged.
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought

7-day average discharge (cfs, log scale)

7-day average discharge (cfs, log scale)
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streamflow

water year discharge, Colorado River at Cameo, 1934-2026 (93 years)

Data source: USGS, USDA/NRCS
Plot by Colorado Climate Cente:
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Updated 1158 UTC 01 jun 2026
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water year discharge, Arkansas River at Salida, 1910-2026 (117 years)

Data source: USGS, USDA/NRCS
Plot by Cgiyrado Climate Center, Colorado State
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Updated 1159 UTC 01 jun 2026
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7-day average streamflow for the Colorado River at
Cameo (top) and Arkansas River at Salida (bottom) as
of June 1. Data from USGS.
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May 1 - May 31 percent of average
streamflow volume. Data form NRCS.

Following a record-low snowpack, streamflow conditions were expectedly well-
below average for May across all of Colorado’s major river basins. Per NRCS
streamflow data, average streamflow volume in May was just 20% of normal in
the Arkansas Basin, 26% of normal in the Gunnison Basin, and 29% of normal |
the Laramie and North Platte Basin. USGS stream gauge data further
corroborate that information: streamflow for the Arkansas River at Salida and
Colorado River at Dotsero were hovering around record-low values at the end of
May (with records dating back around a century or more). Gauge data from
several other rivers (including the Eagle and Gunnison rivers) similarly reported

record or near-record low flows to-date.
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Slg n Ifl Cant eventS A late-season snowstorm
. impacted Colorado over the
N . May 4-6 period. Totals along
2 S0 S % the Front Range Urban
"M- Corridor between Fort Collins
1 generally ranged between 5-
85 s, ~, e, 8”. The foothills of Larimer
o g es gl and Boulder counties,
e S particularly around the Estes
e f Cagehs o, Park area, saw the biggest
] & AR snowfall accumulations (in
! < et excess of 2 ft in some
RS o locations). Boulder recorded
i P PN 11.3” of snow, its largest 2-
0 AN .. day May snowfall total since
‘s, 2013 and 9t-largest overall
CoCoRaHS snowfall reports for May 5-6. for May.
What did the late-season

snow mean for the
lackluster snow season?
Not much, unfortunately.
While the early May snow
(and a less potent storm
later in the month) spared
Colorado from seeing its
earliest melt-off on
record, Water Year 2026
will still mark the state’s

lowest snowpack on
record. NRCS Colorado snow water equivalent for Water Year 2026
(black line) compared to historical percentiles (according to
SNOTEL). The red line represents Colorado’s lowest
snowpack since 1987 (prior to Water Year 2026).

Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

Sep 1

1
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CCC in the news

a May 1, 2026: All of Colorado enters drought status for first time since
2021

. Featuring Allie Mazurek in the Denver Gazette

(| May 5, 2026: Recap: Colorado snow totals are in. Look back at our

storm coverage

. Featuring Colorado Climate Center in The Coloradoan

d May 5, 2026: Recent precipitation pushes Roaring Fork watershed out
of ‘record-breaking’ levels

" Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Glenwood Springs Post Independent
a May 6, 2026: Spring storm delivers rain, over 2 feet of snow to
Northern Colorado

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in The Coloradoan

(| May 6, 2026: Northern Colorado Farmers Welcome Spring Snow After
Historically Dry Winter

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Longmont Leader

(| May 6, 2026: Colorado Waited All Winter for Snow. It Finally Came in
May
. Featuring Russ Schumacher in the New York Times
O May 8, 2026: Colorado drought improves slightly, but extreme
iti .

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in CBS News Colorado

O May9, 2026: Recent storm brings sliver of hope to state’s grim water
supply

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in Aspen Daily News
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https://gazette.com/2026/05/01/all-of-colorado-enters-drought-status-for-first-time-since-2021/
https://gazette.com/2026/05/01/all-of-colorado-enters-drought-status-for-first-time-since-2021/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/2026/05/05/live-updates-on-colorados-early-may-snowstorm/89948320007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/2026/05/05/live-updates-on-colorados-early-may-snowstorm/89948320007/
https://www.postindependent.com/news/recent-precipitation-pushes-roaring-fork-watershed-out-of-record-breaking-levels/
https://www.postindependent.com/news/recent-precipitation-pushes-roaring-fork-watershed-out-of-record-breaking-levels/
https://www.postindependent.com/news/recent-precipitation-pushes-roaring-fork-watershed-out-of-record-breaking-levels/
https://www.postindependent.com/news/recent-precipitation-pushes-roaring-fork-watershed-out-of-record-breaking-levels/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/06/colorado-storm-brings-over-2-feet-of-snow-here-are-the-big-winners/89962061007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/06/colorado-storm-brings-over-2-feet-of-snow-here-are-the-big-winners/89962061007/
https://www.longmontleader.com/colorado-news/northern-colorado-farmers-welcome-spring-snow-after-historically-dry-winter-12243755
https://www.longmontleader.com/colorado-news/northern-colorado-farmers-welcome-spring-snow-after-historically-dry-winter-12243755
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/05/weather/colorado-snow-ski-snowpack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/05/weather/colorado-snow-ski-snowpack.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-drought-improves-slightly-may-snowstorm-extreme-conditions-remain/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-drought-improves-slightly-may-snowstorm-extreme-conditions-remain/
https://www.aspendailynews.com/news/recent-storm-brings-sliver-of-hope-to-state-s-grim-water-supply/article_9eef5700-69f8-47d8-bfa4-f9138c0564e8.html
https://www.aspendailynews.com/news/recent-storm-brings-sliver-of-hope-to-state-s-grim-water-supply/article_9eef5700-69f8-47d8-bfa4-f9138c0564e8.html

CCC in the news - continued

a May 10, 2026: May snowstorm lifts Colorado snowpack from zeroth
percentile, but will it hold?

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in The Aspen Times

d May 14, 2026: Drought, dollars and highways: LAC confronts strain on
multiple fronts

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Huerfano, Las Animas and Colfax World
Journal

a May 14, 2026: New map of drought in Colorado shows little
improvement despite spring snowstorm

" Featuring Russ Schumacher in Denver ABC 7 News

a May 15, 2026: Colorado Pastures, Wheat Fields Show Toll of
Prolonged Drought

" Featuring Russ Schumacher in Successful Farming

(| May 19, 2026: After latest storm, Fort Collins May precipitation
surpasses average

. Featuring Colorado Climate Center in The Coloradoan

a May 21, 2026: A flash drought in southeastern Colorado primed plains
for the Sharpe fire

" Featuring Allie Mazurek in The Colorado Sun

0  May 22, 2026: Did Colorado get enough rain and snow to end
D ’ ?

" Featuring Russ Schumacher in Westword
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https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-snowpack-may-snowstorm/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-snowpack-may-snowstorm/
https://worldjournalnewspaper.com/drought-dollars-and-highways-lac-confronts-strain-on-multiple-fronts/
https://worldjournalnewspaper.com/drought-dollars-and-highways-lac-confronts-strain-on-multiple-fronts/
https://www.denver7.com/news/drought/new-map-of-drought-in-colorado-shows-little-improvement-despite-spring-snowstorm
https://www.denver7.com/news/drought/new-map-of-drought-in-colorado-shows-little-improvement-despite-spring-snowstorm
https://www.agriculture.com/colorado-pastures-wheat-fields-show-toll-of-prolonged-drought-11976286
https://www.agriculture.com/colorado-pastures-wheat-fields-show-toll-of-prolonged-drought-11976286
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/19/rain-snow-totals-from-colorado-storm-plus-memorial-day-forecast/90157919007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/19/rain-snow-totals-from-colorado-storm-plus-memorial-day-forecast/90157919007/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/05/21/flash-drought-southeastern-colorado-plains-sharpe-fire/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/05/21/flash-drought-southeastern-colorado-plains-sharpe-fire/
https://www.westword.com/news/colorado-rain-snow-denver-drought-40888723/
https://www.westword.com/news/colorado-rain-snow-denver-drought-40888723/

CCC in the news - continued

a May 26, 2026: Colorado weather pattern changing, with super EL Nino

odds increasing

" Featuring Colorado Climate Center in The Coloradoan

a May 26, 2026: The Colorado River and reckoning time for the Front
Range

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in Big Pivots

d May 26, 2026: Colorado Pine Beetle Outbreak Spreads as Forest
Damage Jumps 148%

. Featuring Allie Mazurek in Wood Central

a May 28, 2026: Can Al forecast if snow will be fluffy or dense? Only
with help from humans

" Featuring Russ Schumacher in The Water Desk

. May 29, 2026: Fifty for 150: Fearsome East Troublesome Fire caps off
2020’s historic wildfire outbreak

" Featuring the Colorado Climate Center in Colorado Newsline

(| May 29, 2026: Colorado’s race to cut water use off to a slow start

. Featuring Russ Schumacher in the Colorado Sun

a May 29, 2026: W hile El Nifo odds are rising, snow chances in
Col o this wi il d l l

. Featuring the Colorado Climate Center in CBS News

COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/26/colorado-summer-weather-outlook-as-odds-of-super-el-nio-increase/90257753007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/26/colorado-summer-weather-outlook-as-odds-of-super-el-nio-increase/90257753007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/26/colorado-summer-weather-outlook-as-odds-of-super-el-nio-increase/90257753007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/26/colorado-summer-weather-outlook-as-odds-of-super-el-nio-increase/90257753007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/26/colorado-summer-weather-outlook-as-odds-of-super-el-nio-increase/90257753007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/26/colorado-summer-weather-outlook-as-odds-of-super-el-nio-increase/90257753007/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/colorado/2026/05/26/colorado-summer-weather-outlook-as-odds-of-super-el-nio-increase/90257753007/
https://bigpivots.com/the-colorado-river-and-reckoning-time-for-the-front-range/
https://bigpivots.com/the-colorado-river-and-reckoning-time-for-the-front-range/
https://woodcentral.com.au/colorado-pine-beetle-outbreak-ponderosa-forests/
https://woodcentral.com.au/colorado-pine-beetle-outbreak-ponderosa-forests/
https://woodcentral.com.au/colorado-pine-beetle-outbreak-ponderosa-forests/
https://woodcentral.com.au/colorado-pine-beetle-outbreak-ponderosa-forests/
https://waterdesk.org/2026/05/machine-learning-snow-to-liquid-ratio/
https://waterdesk.org/2026/05/machine-learning-snow-to-liquid-ratio/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2026/05/29/fifty-for-150-east-troublesome-fire/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2026/05/29/fifty-for-150-east-troublesome-fire/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2026/05/29/fifty-for-150-east-troublesome-fire/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2026/05/29/fifty-for-150-east-troublesome-fire/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2026/05/29/fifty-for-150-east-troublesome-fire/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2026/05/29/fifty-for-150-east-troublesome-fire/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/05/29/colorados-race-to-cut-water-use-off-to-a-slow-start/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/05/29/colorados-race-to-cut-water-use-off-to-a-slow-start/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/05/29/colorados-race-to-cut-water-use-off-to-a-slow-start/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/el-nino-colorado-winter-snow/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/el-nino-colorado-winter-snow/

CCC in the news - continued

0 May 30, 2026: Colorado’s approaching monsoon season and EL Nino
conditions create hope for above-normal rainfall

. Featuring Peter Goble in The Aspen Times

O May 31, 2026: New report shows pine beetle devastation surging in
Colorado's forests

. Featuring Allie Mazurek in Rocky Mountain PBS

See more news here:

https://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_news.html

Subscribe to our blog here: https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/
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https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-monsoon-season-el-nino-rainfall/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-monsoon-season-el-nino-rainfall/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-monsoon-season-el-nino-rainfall/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-monsoon-season-el-nino-rainfall/
https://www.rmpbs.org/news/science-environment/pine-beetle-report-colorado
https://www.rmpbs.org/news/science-environment/pine-beetle-report-colorado
https://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_news.html
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/
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